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Chapter 1 

Everything You've Been Told Is Wrong 

You've been lied to. 



Not maliciously, maybe. But lied to nonetheless. By fitness magazines that need to sell a 
new workout every month. By supplement companies that need you to believe a powder 
will do what a barbell can't. By social media influencers who get paid to make simple things 
look complicated, by gym chains that profit from your confusion and your eventual 
disappearance. 

The fitness industry doesn't want you to succeed. It wants you to keep searching. 

Here's the truth they won't tell you: getting strong is simple. Not easy—simple. The 
difference matters. Simple means the path is clear. You don't need a PhD in exercise science. 
You don't need to understand periodization, conjugate methods, or time under tension. You 
need a barbell, a few movements, and the willingness to show up and add weight over time. 

That's it. 

I've been training for over a decade. Not as a salesperson trying to sell you something. Not 
as a competitor with sponsorships to protect. As a regular person who works a physically 
demanding job and still finds time to get under a barbell. I've made every mistake you're 
about to make. I've wasted months on programs that looked impressive on paper and 
produced nothing. I've bought supplements that promised everything and delivered 
nothing. I've chased soreness, chased the pump, chased the "mind-muscle connection"—all 
of it noise. 

What actually worked? The boring stuff. The things no one can sell you because they don't 
need to be sold. 

Squat. Press. Pull. Add weight. Repeat. Sleep. Eat. Show up again. 

That's the secret. There is no other secret. 

Why This Book Exists 

I wrote this book because I'm tired of watching beginners get overwhelmed by the sheer 
volume of information. You can find ten thousand free programs online. You can watch a 
hundred videos on squat technique, each one contradicting the last. You can read articles 
debating whether you should train three days a week or six, whether you need to hit each 
muscle twice or once, and whether rest periods should be sixty seconds or three minutes. 

None of it matters. Not yet. Not for you. 

What matters is that you learn a handful of movements, perform them consistently, and 
progressively challenge yourself with heavier weights. Everything else is optimization. And 
you cannot optimize what doesn't exist yet. 

You don't have a foundation to optimize. You have potential. Potential doesn't need a 
sophisticated program. It needs work. 

This book will provide you with that foundation. Nothing more. I'm not going to pretend 
that advanced techniques are waiting in later chapters to keep you buying. There aren't. 



This is a beginner's guide, and when you're no longer a beginner, you'll need different 
resources. I'll point you in the right direction when we get there. 

However, for now, you need to set aside everything you think you know about training. 

The Problem With Fitness Advice 

The fitness industry has a business model problem: the truth doesn't sell. 

If I told you that you could build a strong, capable body with three exercises, three days a 
week, for the next year—no supplements, no special equipment, no app 
subscription—you'd probably believe me. But you wouldn't pay me much for that advice 
because it's too simple. It doesn't feel like enough. 

So the industry complicates things. It invents problems you don't have so it can sell you 
solutions you don't need. Muscle confusion. Anabolic windows. Optimal training splits. 
Targeted fat loss. None of these things matters for a beginner. Most of them don't matter to 
anyone. 

Here's what the complication accomplishes: it keeps you dependent. If getting strong 
requires expertise you don't have, you need to keep buying that expertise. Magazines, 
coaching, apps, programs, courses. The moment you realize the fundamentals are simple 
and free, the money stops flowing. 

I'm not selling you ongoing dependency. I'm giving you a foundation and sending you on 
your way. 

What You Actually Need to Know 

By the end of this book, you will understand five things: 

One. Compound barbell movements are the most efficient way to build strength. Machines 
and isolation exercises have their place, but that place is not in a beginner's program. 

Two. Progressive overload is the only principle that drives adaptation. If you're not adding 
weight to the bar over time, you're not getting stronger. Everything else—rep ranges, 
tempo, rest periods—is secondary. 

Three. Consistency matters more than optimization. A mediocre program followed for a 
year is better than a perfect program abandoned after six weeks. Show up. Do the work. 
Repeat. 

Four. Recovery is where growth happens. You don't get stronger in the gym. You become 
stronger when you sleep, eat, and allow your body to adapt to the stress you've applied. 
Training is the stimulus. Recovery is the response. 

Five. You will be a beginner for less time than you think. The window where simple linear 
progression is effective is short—perhaps six months to a year. Take advantage of it. Don't 
waste it chasing complexity you don't need yet. 



That's the entire framework. The rest of this book is just details. 

Who This Book Is For 

This book is for individuals who have never lifted a barbell or have been in the gym for 
years without making significant progress because they've been following outdated advice. 

It's for people who are tired of feeling lost. Who walks into a gym and doesn't know where 
to start. Who've tried programs from magazines or apps and quit because the results didn't 
come or the complexity was overwhelming. 

It's for people who want to get strong—actually strong, not just toned or fit or whatever 
meaningless word is trending this year. Strong means you can move heavy things. It means 
your body is capable. It means you've built something real. 

This book is not for those seeking shortcuts. There are none. It's not for people who want to 
be told that their favorite machine circuit is just as good as barbell training. It isn't. It's not 
for people who need constant novelty and excitement from their training. This will be 
boring. Boring work. 

If you want someone to validate your excuses, look elsewhere. 

If you want to get strong, keep reading. 

A Note on Credentials 

I'm not a certified personal trainer. I don't have a degree in kinesiology or exercise science. I 
haven't competed at a national level in any strength sport. 

I'm a guy who has trained consistently for over ten years. Who has read the research and, 
more importantly, tested it in the gym. Who has made mistakes and learned from them? 
Who has maintained a strength practice through job changes, life changes, and 
circumstances that would have given most people an excuse to quit. 

I'm not going to appeal to authority I don't have. I'm going to appeal to results. The 
principles in this book work. They've worked for me. They've worked for millions of other 
people who discovered the same simple truths. 

You don't need to trust me. You need to do the work and see for yourself. 

That's the only credential that matters. 

How to Use This Book 

Read it once, straight through. Get the concepts in your head. 

Then go back to the chapters on technique and the program. Study them. Practice the 
movements with light weight or an empty bar until they feel natural. 

Then start the program. Follow it exactly as written for at least three months before you 
decide it needs modification. It doesn't. You're not special. The program works. 



When you have questions—and you will—refer back to the relevant chapter before 
searching online. The internet will confuse you. This book will not. 

When you stop making progress on this program, you've graduated. Congratulations. You're 
no longer a beginner. Find intermediate resources and keep building. 

Until then, stop reading articles. Stop watching videos. Stop looking for a better way. 

There is no better way. There is only the work. 

Now let's begin.  
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